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A Threshold Between Memory and Future

The Simone Veil Experimental Campus in Boulogne-Billancourt is
conceived as both a spatial and symbolic threshold—a transformative link
between the city’s industrial heritage and its contemporary aspirations.
Situated at the junction of Rue de Meudon, Traverse Jules Guesde, and
Place Jules Guesde, the campus occupies a triangular site at the meeting
point of two urban worlds: the dense, historic fabric of Boulogne and
the open, evolving skyline of the Trapeze eco—district, developed on the
former Renault industrial grounds.

At the heart of this intersection stands the preserved Renault fronton, a
powerful architectural fragment inscribed with the Republic’'s motto by
artist Benoit Van Innis. No longer a mere relic of the past, it becomes a
civic gateway—once the entry point for factory workers, now reimagined
as the symbolic threshold for future thinkers, learners, and innovators.

Axonometric view of the site

Axonometric view of the building

Simone Veil Experimental Campus, Boulogne-Billancourt, FRANCE

Detail of the junction between the historic
pediment and the new fagade, featuring
a polished mirror joint.

Detail of the translucent fagade panels on
the interior courtyard.
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Fagade with textile—filter curtains in the
distinctive Renault workwear blue
- a symbolic material reference.

Street view of the campus revealing the cafeteria.
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Detail 1

Detail 2

Detail 3
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Urban Openness and Civic Anchoring

The campus is designed as an open, inclusive, and porous infrastructure that blurs the lines between educational institution and urban landmark. Raised
on pilotis, the building opens itself to the city, allowing public flow, framed views, and seamless spatial continuities between the school, its courtyard, and
the surrounding streetscape. The ground floor acts as an extension of public space, where the auditorium, gymnasium, community lounge, and restaurant
contribute to the life of the neighborhood, welcoming both students and local residents.

The Trapéze district, one of France’s pioneering eco—neighborhoods, champions biodiversity, pedestrian circulation, and shared civic life. The Simone Veil
Campus embraces these principles and positions itself as an academic and cultural hub, fostering dialogue between the city and its new generation.
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View of the main entrance hall of the campus — a central spatial connector
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Architecture of Transparency, Flexibility, and Poetic Materiality

The architectural language is one of transparency, abstraction, and modularity. Composed of pleated prefabricated concrete, enameled or printed glass, and warm
wood finishes, the campus reveals itself as a stratified, multifaceted object—light yet grounded, rational yet sensuous. A central double—height lobby organizes the
program and serves as the beating heart of the campus, connecting classrooms, shared amenities, and circulation routes in a choreography of encounters.

While the building is composed of industrial materials, its interiors are imbued with softness and warmth: delicate wood marquetry, glazed ceramic bricks, African
wood paneling, terrazzo floors, and translucent curtains subtly tinted Renault blue, all evoke both craftsmanship and memory. These elements transform the
campus into a living environment, infused with domesticity, tactile beauty, and symbolic resonance.

Simone Veil Experimental Campus, Boulogne-Billancourt, FRANCE

View of the auditorium opening onto the main hall, featuring a
polished mirrored door.

Ground Floor Plan
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An Experimental Vision of Education and Architecture

True to its name, the Simone Veil Experimental Campus is not just a place of learning, but a prototype—a forward-looking model for public architecture that
combines environmental performance, civic generosity, and architectural poetry. Its layout fosters adaptability: movable walls, operable facades, and generous
circulation allow for flexible use and seasonal transformation, making the building an evolving framework rather than a fixed object.

The project reflects Mikou Architectes’ commitment to designing buildings that act as catalysts—activating space, encouraging collective use, and embodying
transitions. Here, the transition is twofold: from industrial to educational, from enclosed to open, from past to future.

Ultimately, the Simone Veil Campus is more than a high school. It is a civic organism, rooted in history, but turned resolutely toward tomorrow. Through its
architecture, it invites movement, exchange, and transformation—becoming a vessel of both memory and momentum

Simone Veil Experimental Campus, Boulogne-Billancourt, FRANCE

View of laboratories opening onto the circulation area.

Perspective of the circulation space.
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Second Floor Plan

Interior detail Additional interior detail
- glazed ceramic finishes. - glazed ceramic.
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View of the interior courtyard, with sliding glass fagades along the circulation areas.

Overall view of the interior courtyard.
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